Paraguay Prayer Pointers Jul, Aug, Sep 2018

Head of maintenance Mario with
Gwen Carlisle inspecting refurbished
swimming pool, St Andrews

Victor Gonzalez & Chris Hawksbee
pastors and leaders retreat,
Corralón Cue, La Patria, the Chaco

Teachers Gloria, Patricia and
Bishop Peter outside the
Redeemer School Zeballos Cue

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does such wonderful things. Praise his glorious name
forever! Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and amen! Psalm 72:18,19
Thank you for praying, let’s give thanks for answered prayers and continue to pray for the following:
The heavens give blessing: there has been rain recently in Paraguay, including the Chaco, give
thanks that the La Patria communities are accessible again having been closed due to flooding
• How good it is when God’s people live in harmony: give thanks for the well attended services during
Easter at La Herencia with Maxklawaya assistant pastor Romualdo Rojas working with Catalino
González, Anuncio Gomez and Elvio Cabañas
• God is faithful to his people: On the 12th July St Peters Church in Maklawaya celebrates its 112
years of faithful witness to the saving power of Jesus Christ
• Ask and you will receive: FEISA has a record number of students this year
• God raises up men and women according to His plans: Marito Abdo Benitez was elected as the
next president of Paraguay, he will take up office in August. He is a past pupil of St Andrews School
and a current parent of two children in the school. Give thanks that the election campaign in the
Chaco took place without any incidents
• God cares for orphans: past pupils of St Andrews School have set up an past pupil association and
their first fundraising event was in aid of Esperanza, and raised an important sum of money for the
home, and there has been some positive movement on the girls’ legal cases, and Aunty Juana is
back at the home well recovered after her surgery earlier this year
• The Lord the Master Builder’s provision for the current and recent building projects:
- the Pepe School in Zeballos Cue is now finished and a good number of children have enrolled in
Preschool, Reception and First Grade
- building work on the diocesan offices is virtually completed providing a modern and pleasant
working environment; the staff are in the process of moving into the new office space,
- St Andrews head teacher Gwen Carlisle tells us that: ‘the main part is finished but still lacks the
internet to be sorted out. We have it but it’s weak. The phones and cameras will also function on
it, we have hope that it will be fully functioning in the next few weeks. The workmen have now
moved into our land at the side and have dug down and made the pillars. They have been able to
pour the cement for the first floor. So it’s good to see it taking shape. It will have 3 floors in the
end and a little pitch in front of it. The staff rooms and offices will be there too.
• Rejoice with St Pauls Church that Lucia, Lorena and Zuny had the opportunity to go to Ecuador
to help train others In 'Simply the Story.	
  
	
  
Never out of God’s sight and care
O Lord, I have come to you for protection; don’t let me be disgraced. Save me and rescue me, for you do
what is right. Psalm 71:1 Please pray for the following people and situations:
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Gisele who had a stem cell transplant, is still very poorly and her immune system is struggling
the families of two young men, from El Estribo in the Chaco, who committed suicide
St Andrews music teacher and the Annex School teacher Arsenio died very suddenly, we pray for
his widow Maria Cecilia (also a teacher at Saint Andrews) and daughters Eilyn and Maria Paz.
Miriam’s family are trying to come to terms with the tragic death of Miriam’s father last week, he was
run over as he walked home from work. Miriam is on the St Andrews school cleaning team and a
member of King of kings church as are other family members.
those in precarious housing situations during the cold spells that the Paraguayan winter brings, for
protection for their health especially the very young and the elderly
a 50 year old man, Manuel Martinez from Karanda has a very nasty skin condition and needs a
proper diagnosis and treatment in Asuncion. He has gone to various places in the Chaco without
success. He is a believer and reads his Enxet Bible.
for relief from the very severe epidemic of conjunctivitis which has hit all the Chaco communities

Known by God
Yes, you have been with me from birth; from my mother’s womb you have cared for me. No wonder I am
always praising you! Psalm 71:6
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bev Richardson asks us to pray for progress on the paper work for her visa application
4 Esperanza children’s legal cases have advanced, please keep praying for more progress
Beryl Baker has a weak right wrist which is making writing and driving difficult
on going prayer is asked for 4 year old N and his estranged parents
Teresa Maidana has an unpleasant allergy on her hands maybe from a plant or insect in her garden
elderly health promoter from El Estribo, Cirilo Benitez, is trying to get his retirement pension sorted
from the Chaco Carmen Franco, Mari Cabañas and Maria Luisa

A Time for Everything
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: … a time to be born and
a time to die … a time to plant and a time to uproot … a time to tear down and a time to build Ecc 3:1-8
Pray for staff and pupils to be able to have time to rest and enjoy a slower rhythm of life during the 2 week
winter holiday, and to recuperate strength for the next semester. We pray for students and staff who have
had health and family challenges, remembering the Gonzalez family continuing to mourn the loss of
husband, father and teacher Arsenio.
Mission Paraguay, giving thanks for:
• for the churches and individual supporters whose ongoing generosity in supporting the work of
Mission Paraguay is enabling projects planned for 2018 to go ahead
• in mid-July a group of builders from Annaghmore Parish Church in Northern Ireland will be returning
to the Chaco to build an education centre at Rio Verde, the construction works will also include an
underground tank to collect rainwater in an area without a piped water supply and the closing off of
the tin roof at the back of St Matthews Church in Rio Verde.
Mission Paraguay, praying for God’s blessing on the mission team and for a successful time of building
• Chris Hawksbee, overseeing this project in the Chaco and making the arrangements
• other members of the team from Annaghmore will be spending time in Concepción undertaking
children and youth work alongside missionary Claire Holmes, pray that many children and young
people’s loved will be impacted by the Gospel of Jesus Christ
• pray for safety in travel and that the team will enjoy good health during their time in Paraguay
The following churches are all involved in offering practical teaching and encounters designed to strengthen
marriage and family life, St Johns, Roque Alonso, The Redeemer Church Zeballos Cue, Saint Andrews
Cathedral and Christ the Saviour, Villa Guarani. Let us pray for Ronnie & Nicky Irene, Lucho & Estela
Robles and Luis & Regina Echeverria as they lead these sessions and for the couple attending that their
marriages and family life would be made stronger.
Please pray for the Synod planning team: Bishop Peter, Administrator Miriam and Pastor Donald Brooks
as they plan for the Diocesan Synod, taking place in Sept. Pray for the churches choosing their
representatives. Pray that the Synod would be an instrument that enables God’s Kingdom to advance in
Paraguay.

A time to play and receive God’s word: please pray for the ongoing work of the mobile Toy Library
organized through FEISA, the Anglican Teacher Training College. The Toy Library regularly visits some of
the very deprived communities in the Asunción area enabling children without toys of their own to learn 	
  
through play and to receive Bible teaching.
Believers praying for courage
And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word.
Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of
your holy servant Jesus.” After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness. Acts 4:29-31
Throughout history there have been Christians, preaching the Gospel of Christ, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures, who have been have be subject to threats. This week let us pray for all believers in Paraguay
especially Anglicans that they would depend on the Holy Spirit for boldness and courage.
We pray for believers and church leaders in the Paraguayan Chaco. We ask that Anglican church leaders
and members will grow in knowledge of God and the Bible. We ask for protection for the Christian church in
the Chaco under threat from false teachings and groups that can be negative to the Gospel.
We pray for godly politicians in Paraguay at local governmental level and at national level remembering
President elect Marito Abdo Benitez as he chooses minister and other key people for the next government.
We pray for more godly educators in Paraguay, giving thanks for the staff of Christian schools who boldy
and faithfully teach the Bible to their students.
Lord grant to your servants the bishops and clergy, and laity of the Anglican church in Paraguay wise
words, bold hearts and diverse gifts to enable the extension of God’s Kingdom and for many to come to
salvation, we pray for:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Bishops Peter & Andrés, clergy: Agripino, Agustin, Andres, Carlos, Cefe, Celino, Donald, Gilberto C,
Gilberto M, Gumersindo, Juan, Ronald, Luis, Lucho, Mario C, Mario R, Nicasio, Niño Pepe,
Remigio, Robert, Romualdo, Ronald and Tito
pastoral workers
service leaders
music group leaders
church council members
theological students Esteban, Gustavo and Rafael

Let us pray for all Bible training colleges and university faculties here in Paraguay, especially remembering
the Evangelical University of Paraguay, of which FEISA is a faculty and where theological students
Esteban, Gustavo and Rafael are studying.
Tell Me!
The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” Philip asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he
urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. The passage of Scripture he had been reading
was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet
talking about himself or someone else?” So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good
News about Jesus. As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s
some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him. Acts 8:29-38
Chris Hawksbee asks us to pray for the participants in the recent Rio Verde Retreat for Chaco church
leaders that they will take the teaching received and share it with their congregations. The theme of the
retreat was the unity of the believer with our lord Jesus, within the church and between each other and with
other denominations where possible.
Annex School, lets pray
• Don Catalino in his responsibilities as head teacher, for wisdom
• Children with difficult home situations to know the love and protection of the Lord
• fruit from the seeds of faith planted through the Word of God in pupils’ lives
• pupils as the second semester starts, that all would have a good attitude

We pray for Anglicans who work in schools that their words and witness would draw colleagues, children
and their families to the Lord Jesus: praying for Gwen, Mags, Alison, Neill, Nicky, Caroline, Rachel, Cecilia,
Ronald, Donald, Bev, Mirtha, Rita, Carolina, Regina, Dina, Rosalba, Miriam, Sarita, Clara, Sara, Nancy,
Diego, Samuel, Gloria, Gladys, Carlos and Claire, Elvio and Anuncio.
Please pray alongside Sally Bartlett for the discipleship encounters that she is involved for wisdom and
discernment in teach and explaining God’s word, and for all the members of the groups that the Holy Spirit
will guide and lead each one as they grow in faith and take decisions to follow Jesus.
Let us continue to pray for The Redeemer Anglican School (previously known as the Pepe Preschool)
giving thanks for: teachers Gloria, Gladys and Patricia; children’s good progress and for the positive
feed back from parents.
Let us pray for: the staff as they include pupils who have additional needs; development of the relationship
between the Redeemer Church and the children and their families; each child to grow in their love and
knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Scriptures.
St Andrews School, we pray for:
• head Gwen and deputy head Mags retiring at the end of this year and return to the UK
• training to be carried out by consultant David Wells (8th and 9th Aug)
• school staff as they prepare for and navigate this time of change
• pupils from the graduating class as their time in school draws near to its close and they prepare
for the next stage of their lives
• the ministry of chaplain Ronald Irene
Some prayer advice from the Apostle Paul
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. Philippians 4:6
•

•

•
•
•
•

Give thanks to the Lord for children, young people and
adults in the cities and in the Chaco who have been baptized
this year, asking the Lord to strengthen their walk of faith
and that they would be come mature disciples of Jesus.
Fidelina in San Carlos, El Estribo has done some health
care training is going to take over from Cirilo Benitez who is
retiring, pray that Cirilo’s retirement papers will be processed
enabling him to receive his pension, and ray for Fidelina is
very willing to serve her community, we pray for her as she
takes over this role that San Carlos will be blessed through
her heath care
some of the baptised, Sombrero Piri, Chaco
We give thanks for the government House building programme in Dos Palmas
Carlos De La Sobera has been appointed as the next head teacher of St Andrews, pray for Carlos
as he prepares for his new job and the responsibilities that it entails
Give thanks for the safe arrival of medical items, wheelchairs, spectacles, clothes etc from UK and
for the work of Silvia Torres for collection and distribution on behalf of Mission Paraguay.
Give thanks and pray for the many children and young people in Concepcion who meet each week
to hear God's word at the different annexes of St Pauls in Concepcion

Special Focus: Praying for salvation to come to homes in Luque
Jesus looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house
today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly… Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has
come to this house… For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’ Luke 19:5-9
Esteban Romero shares prayer requests from the church in Luque:
Let’s give thanks to the Lord for:
• the preaching team, the services leaders team and the marriage team
• the children’s ministry team, the adolescents team, the ladies’ ministry team
• the generosity of members donating equipment, time and work to improve the church facilities
• this year’s evangelization programme and unity in the church

Please ask the Lord for the Luque church for:
• protection of the unity of church families and healing for the sick
• Lord’s guidance and help as the church plans to open small Salvation Groups in homes
• many homes to be opened in August and for a great harvest from the Salvation Groups
• the neighbours in the zone around the church that they will open their hearts to the Lord and
receive salvation and become part of Christ’s church
• the Lord to provide resources for theological studies and music classes for more young people
• the Lord to provide the resources for the music ministry to record a worship CD
• that we will be filled with Holy Spirit fire and passion to serve the Lord and make disciples
• the Lord to enable us to give a high quality Biblical education that is profound in depth in such
a way that the Luque church will grow in wisdom, knowledge of the Lord, faith and grace
Calling the church together
They were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the
letter. The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. Acts 17:30,31 Give thanks for the
Thursday evening Bible study which Pastor Ronnie leads in Christ the Saviour Church, praying that those
who attend would do so regularly and grow in the Christian faith and be encouraged.
Give thanks for all the pastors of the Anglican church in Paraguay that the Lord will speak to the church and
manifest his power and presence so that His name will be glorified and more will be added to His people.

Pastor Lucho gives thanks for unity in the church and is praying that the Lord will raise up pastors,
teachers, evangelists and prophets for the ministry of the church in the Roque group of churches.
The Diocesan Synod takes place on the 7th, 8th and 9th of September. Please pray for:
• Bishop Peter and also Bishop Tito from Chile giving the keynote address
• practical arrangements and the delegates to arrive safely especially those travelling from the Chaco
• this gathering together to be of fellowship and encouragement to the local churches
• the formation of the new Diocesan Executive council
• all the practical arrangements especially hospitality and accommodation
St Andrews Cathedral: please pray for leaders Pastor Ronnie and
his wife Nicky and the church council.
Please pray for the Friday morning Asuncion leadership meeting,
as they study together and pray together that they may be
encouraged and enabled for their ministries
Ronald Irene asks us to pray that God will strengthen the local
church congregations and their leaders and that all will grow in
wisdom and discernment, remain true to God’s Word and grow in
attendance and numbers of members
Asuncion Pastors Lucho, Donald, Ronald & Luis

By this gospel we are saved!
By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed
in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 1
Corinthians 15:1-4
Pray for retired clergy Bishop Andres & Estela (part of St Pauls Concepcion), Pastor Cefe & Ana Romero
(part of the leadership team of the church in Luque and offering pastoral oversight) and Pastor Agustin &
Teresa Maidana (involved in teaching and pastoral oversight in the Chaco churches). Pray that they will
enjoy retirement and family time. We give thanks for their contribution to the life of the church.
Lourdes Calderini, the director of FEISA asks us to pray that she and the FEISA staff will be of blessing to
the students and those around them. Pray that the students will develop their teaching skills and grow in
their understanding of a Biblical world-view and allow this to form in them kingdom attitudes that will serve
them well for their future employment and benefit their pupils.

Pastor Agustin, Chris Hawbsee and Victor Gonzalez travel around the Chaco communities discipling and
teaching church leaders. Pray for good health, safety in travel and for their ministries to produce much fruit
for the Kingdom of God.
Give thanks for the ministry of Tim Curtis working to promote the Bible in indigenous languages, please
pray for Tim for:
• the recording of a selection of various books of the Old Testament in Énxet in the next few months
sometime. Only two or three narrators are needed, but Tim asks for wisdom in the choice of
readers. We also pray for Javier Bohórquez (a Bolivian SIM missionary), based in Asunción who is
overseeing this project and for God’s good timing for this project that this project would come
together at the right time
• Tim’s work on the draft version of the Anglican Church’s Service Book
• Tim’s (very) part time role in checking /observing the work of the Northern Enlhet bible translators
who have begun a revision of the Northern Enlhet bible
• pastoral visiting in the Chaco and preaching commitments in the Chaco and in Asunción
Pray for the Chaco church leaders pastors, deacons and pastoral workers as they preach the Gospel of
Christ and minister to their church communities and the wider communities in which they live, also praying
for their wives and their families in the Chaco, especially remembering
• El Estribo: Celino Rodriguez, Gilberto Martinez, Nicasio Martinez, Remigio Fretes and Carlos C
• Victor Gonzalez and the church in Rio Verde
• Juan and Romualdo and St Peters Church in Maklawaya
• leaders in Sombrero Piri for perseverance and faith
• Robert, Niño Pepe, Agripino, Mario R, Bernardo, Gilberto C, Gumersindo and Tito in La Patria
God appoints times and boundaries
From one man he made all the nations, … and he marked out their appointed times in history and the
boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find
him, though he is not far from any one of us. Acts 17:26-27
Esperanza foster home asks us to pray for wisdom for Ana Maria, Mary and Sally as they lead the home
and make decisions. Pray also for good outcomes and hopeful futures for the children.
St Andrews Chapel give thanks for SHAPE group studying and praying, discovering how to use our God
given gifts to serve the church and community. Pray for Donald, Bev and Sally as they coordinate services.

Pastor Luis asks us to pray for the Redeemer Church giving thanks for the men’s group and the
women’s group. Pray for those in the church who are ill, especially praying for Eriberto. Give thanks
for the school and its staff and pupils.
St Pauls Concepcion asks for prayers that God would raise up leaders for all the different areas and
places of ministry and that the young people would dedicate their gifts and talents to Him.
We ask the Lord to extend his Kingdom through the witness of the Roque group of churches under Pastor
Lucho’s leadership and that those with whom the church is making contact will reach out to the Lord and
receive salvation.
Your prayers make a difference. Not only do they affect your own life but they can also affect the course of
history. How providence and prayer work together is a mystery. In some extraordinary way, your prayers
affect the outcome of events. God is sovereign and works out his purposes through out history. Yet he
involves you in this process. Nicky Gumbel

Thank you for praying for the Anglican Church in Paraguay
+ Peter & Sally Bartlett
on behalf of the Anglican Church of Paraguay
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