Paraguay Prayer Pointers Feb, Mar, Apr 2018

Parents at St Andrews College leavers dinner
St Andrews Cathedral, Asuncion 3rd Dec 2017

Celebrating the anniversary of the gift of tribal land
Dos Palmas, El Estribo, Chaco 3rd January 2018

Help
I lift up my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1,2
King David, knew those hills intimately, having been there hiding from an angry king, and had learnt that
salvation and help come from the Maker of the universe, not from human resources or solutions. Paraguay
has few hills but God’s people today are still learning that God is our help, problem solver and protection.
Let us learn, trust and pray, and let’s give thanks for:
• David and Adriana’s baby Abigail, the surviving triplet as she grows and continues to thrive
• the indigenous brethren who have been making use of the Indigenous Shelter in Remansito, and
for Sonia & Hernan Abente who are running the shelter
• Simply the Story training workshop in Asuncion, with young people and youth leaders. People
spoke of how it helped them to meditate on God's Word at a deeper level, and of how it has given
them a desire to study God's Word and a tool for learning and share Bible Stories. It was good for
leaders from the church in Concepcion and the churches in Asuncion to work together. Pray that
God will use those attended to spread God’s Word through oral bible storytelling to grow His church
• the opportunity that Claire and Lucia from Concepcion had to go to Chile as part of a team to deliver
the 'Simply the Story' workshop there, and for the way in which God used that
• theology students Esteban, Gustavo and Rafael represented Paraguay at the Anglican ‘Let’s walk
together’ church planting and church growth conference in Recife, in October; they were greatly
encouraged by this visit and on their return they shared with the pastors all that they had learnt
which was most helpful for the pastoral team
• St Andrews Chapel 40 days of Prayer successfully completed in December and praying that each
member of the group will continue to grow in their prayer life
• the hugely successful Annexe School end of year production, God made everything good. The
parents hired a theatre and every child in the school took part in several dances. Give thanks for
creativity of the staff who put the show together and for the growth in self confidence of each child
• Tim Curtis shares: there were very joyful and well attended celebrations in Dos Palmas
"Encounter with God" (Anglican) church, in El Estribo to mark the anniversary of taking possession
of the land that the Church gave them
• Aldo who we prayed for last year had a successful stem cell transplant and is making a good
recovery, praise the Lord for his goodness and healing!
• give thanks for those adults and young people who were confirmed November in the Cathedral and
pray for their spiritual growth

Hard Hats! The Lord is the Master Builder
Unless the Lord builds a house, its builders labour over it in vain; unless the Lord watches over a city, the
watchman stays alert in vain. Psalm 127:1
King David encouraged his son Solomon with these apt words of wisdom as important building projects are
happening, pray that the Lord will be building his church and kingdom and for his protection over these
projects:
Refurbishment of Saint Andrews College please pray for:
• major building works which were started as school closed (end of Nov), that the start of classes has
been delayed until 22nd Feb, pray that the works will be advanced enough for this to happen
• the architect and building team for wisdom when challenges arise, for safety on site and for good
progress
• the staff who have their retreat day and year opening service on 7th Feb, that each one will be
rested after the vacations and enthusiastic about this
new school year
• pray for the pupils and their families for faith to flourish
and Christian commitment to be worked out in daily living
Pepe School in Zeballos Cue, giving thanks for:
• excellent progress and completion of the building
• the donors who enabled this project to happen
• 2017 closing well, teachers Gloria and Gladys very
pleased with the children’s progress and the how
everyone is enjoying the new building
Getting ready to move into the new classrooms Nov 17
• the enthusiastic response of the parents and pupils
Pray for:
• documentation in the Ministry of Education to be completed
• blessings for Gloria and Gladys
• the new children who will be starting this year and for returning pupils that all will settle in quickly
• the official opening ceremony of the school which has yet to take place
Diocesan offices
• the unused pastoral house on the site is being converted into a new suite of offices which will be fit
for purpose for the work of the diocese
• give thanks and pray for architect Dario and his team of builders, administrator Miriam and church
member Stella, an interior design expert
• very good progress has been made on the office space and we now pray for the builders working on
the provision of more parking space directly off the main road
Pastor Ronnie gives thanks to the Lord for His constant faithfulness, protection and for the privilege of
serving Him. He asks for us to pray for God’s blessings for the Anglican Church and that:
• we recognize God’s will for our churches, especially the Cathedral and Christ the Saviour
• we will become better leaders encouraging holistic growth
• the Lord will raise up new leaders & for church will grow in numbers and in knowledge of the Lord
• holistic growth
FEISA: Director Lourdes Calderini gives thanks for the new offices and classrooms and for the permission
from the education authorities to open a new course. She asks us to pray for the reorganization of the staff
after the recent cost cutting measures. Let’s pray in faith for 40 students for the first year of the degree
course and for students to sign up for the diplomas. Please pray for Lourdes as she leads the institution for
wisdom and grace.

Excellence in building!
So also you—since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, seek to excel in building up the church. 1 Cor 14:12
Pray for lay and ordained church leaders to grow in excellence and personal development as they seek to
build up the Anglican Church, especially praying for
•

•
•
•
•

Bishop Peter, Agripino, Agustin, Andres, Carlos, Cefe, Celino, Donald, Gilberto C, Gilberto M,
Gumersindo, Juan, Ronald, Luis, Lucho, Mario C, Mario R, Nicasio, Niño Pepe, Remigio, Robert,
Romualdo, Ronald and Tito
pastoral workers, especially Robert, Marcelo, Bernardo
service leaders
music group leaders
church council members

St Johns, Roque Alonso lets pray for
- thank you Lord Jesus for the united service held at St Johns in
December uniting the urban churches, for the excellent work and
effort on the part of St Johns that made it a special occasion
- Pastor Lucho leading the church, giving thanks for his ministry
and praying for fruit and growth in numbers and maturity
- the church council, preacher and service leaders
- the work with children from marginalised communities
- for Gustavo and Rebeca
On the patio after the united service 3rd Dec 17
- that the church will be built up
- pray Psalm 1 for each woman, man, adolescent and child who is part of St Johns - Blessed is the one …
whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a
tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither – whatever
they do prospers.
The Redeemer Church, Zeballos Cue, giving thanks for the very well attended end of year events and
praying for the church’s outreach to neighbours and to the families of the children attending the Pepe
Preschool. Pray for Pastor Luis and his wife Regina and the other church leaders as they seek to build the
church up.
Give thanks for recent heavy rainfall in the Chaco means that the water cisterns have water again but has
made travel difficult in the Chaco. Pray for safety for Chris, Agustin, Victor and other leaders as they travel
into communities to encourage believers and evangelize.
Giving others a hand up
For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died
for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11
Dear Reader and Pray-er thank you,for your part in the building of God’s church and His kingdom here in
Paraguay. May you be blessed as you are blessing the Anglican Church.
We thank the Lord for the many opportunities that He gives each day for His followers to build each other
up and pray for the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives enabling us to encourage others.
Please pray for the families who are members of the Anglican Church:
• for good physical, emotional and spiritual health
• to follow God’s leading, will and direction
• that the academic year would be a good one for school children and university students
• for growth in knowledge of our Lord Jesus

Please pray for those who are sick or suffering for:
• from the Chaco Carmen Franco, Mari Cabañas and Maria Luisa
• Eileen Murphy, former headteacher at St Andrews College and founder of FEISA, undergoing
chemotherapy
• Gisele who had a stem cell transplant and is undergoing radiotherapy
• Estranged J and A who are involved in a legal dispute about the custody of their little boy
Pray for mission partners for good health, wisdom, grace and God’s leading in all their activities:
• Claire Holmes as she encourages children, young people and leaders in Concepcion to grow in faith
• Peter and Sally Bartlett as they travel and minister for stamina and creativity
• Tim Curtis as he translates into Enxet material from Northern Argentina on healing and for his visits
to communities to encourage, teach and disciple. Tim shares: I need wisdom as I look for someone
to replace Asuncion Rojas in the preparation of these materials as Asuncion is now working for the
consortium bringing water to the Chaco
• Gwen Carlisle and Mags Southern, for strength starting the school year amid the building project
• Chris and Alison Hawksbee, for Chris as he disciples leaders in the Chaco and Alison teaching
Chemistry and Maths at St Andrews
• Bev Richardson asks us to pray for all the paper work for her visa application, that God will guide
and prepare her for the next 6 months in Paraguay to serve Him and trust in Him, for preparations
for the 40 Days of Prayer study with a small group of women teachers here in Asunción, and that
the ladies will grow deeper in their relationship with God through prayer and His word
Mission Paraguay pray for guidance as consideration is given to projects to be supported during 2018.
Politics in Paraguay
The prophet Ezra prayed for his nation in the face of great challenges: God has not forsaken us in our
bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: he has granted us new life to
rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah and
Jerusalem. Ezra 9:9
Pray for kidnap victims of the EPP terrorist group and their relatives group in the face of the uncertainty of
whether their relatives are still alive or not. Pray for adequate measures to be taken to deal with this group.
Presidential elections take place in Paraguay on the 22nd April. Pray for peace for the nation as elections
can be times of tension. Pray for the candidate of God’s choosing to be elected, and for peaceful elections.
We also ask for prayer for each candidate and their families.
Please pray that Kingdom principles will prevail in Paraguay. We pray alongside Christians in Paraguay
that God’s glory will be shown in political life. Pray for all politicians that they would act with integrity and
ethically.
We give thanks that the government are improving the supply of water in the Chaco and pray that the
government will continue to set its eyes upon the most needy members of society and find creative ways to
find solutions to problems and to improve the quality of life for those on the margins. Pray for Beryl Baker
offering health care in the Chaco, praying also for the doctors and nurses in government health posts.
Pray for good relationships between church and political leaders in the Chaco. Pray also for wisdom for
church and political leaders in the Chaco where they having to deal with a number of cases of domestic
violence in El Estribo. Pray for Christian families in the Chaco that believers may live a new life in Christ
and overcome negative behaviours.

Living new lives
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. Romans 6:4
We pray for the members of Diocesan Executive Committee and pray for them as they meet and work on
the legal and administrative framework of the Diocese, asking the Lord to give wisdom, guidance and
perseverance to Bishop Peter, Dina Fretes, Mags Southern, Pastor Donald, Priscila Guillen, Marlene
Ferreira and Deacon Celino Rodriguez.
The church in Luque gives thanks for the successful and well attended end of year events. Give thanks
for the leadership of Cefe and Ana, Esteban and Iris and the church council. Pray for the continued
development of:
• Bible studies, adolescents and youth groups
• the Friday evening couples group
• welcome to new people
• work with for the children of the 4th zone of Luque
• the music group
St Andrews Chapel gives thanks for Pastor Donald Brooks and asks us to pray for a suitable donor kidney
and for God’s help and strength as he awaits a kidney transplant and undergoes dialysis 3 times each
week. Please pray for plans to repeat the 40 Days of Prayer study and for this small congregation with its
mainly international congregation praying that foreigners in Paraguay would be blessed and for blessing on
Chapel members as they proclaim the Gospel, serving the Lord’s plans and purposes in Paraguay.
Pray for St Andrews College for:
• for Gwen Carlisle school head and Mags Southern Deputy hear for wisdom in leadership decisions
• the search for a new head teacher that the man or woman of God’s choice will be found
• for consultant David Wells as he works with Gwen and Bishop Peter
• for the building refurbishment
• for fruit from sharing the Lord’s gospel with pupils and their families
Pray for church leaders pastors, deacons and pastoral workers, their wives and their families in the
Chaco, especially remembering
• El Estribo: Celino Rodriguez, Gilberto Martinez, Nicasio Martinez, Remigio Fretes and Carlos
Carillo,
• Victor Gonzalez and the church in Rio Verde
• Juan and Romualdo and St Peters Church in Maklawaya
• leaders in Sombrero Piri for perseverance and faith
• Robert, Niño Pepe, Agripino, Mario R, Bernardo, Gilberto C, Gumersindo and Tito in La Patria
Pray for the diocesan administration team, administrator Miriam Greco and her assistant David Benitez,
giving thanks for new team member Miguel Greco who is now the messenger, driver and is most helpful
with the many papers that need to seen and followed up in the municipality. We also give thanks that good
administration aids the growth of the kingdom and the spreading of the gospel.
We pray for Anglicans in Paraguay in their families, neighbourhoods and work places that will grow in
maturity in the Christian faith and live out their commitment to Jesus Christ with integrity and helped by the
Holy Spirit. We also remember the Anglicans who work with children: Gwen, Mags, Alison, Neill, Nicky,
Caroline, Rachel, Cecilia, Arsenio, Ronald, Donald, Bev, Mirtha, Rita, Carolina, Regina, Dina, Rosalba,
Sarita, Clara, Sara, Nancy, Diego, Samuel, Gloria, Gladys, Carlos and Claire, Elvio and Anuncio that their
work would bring glory to God.
We pray for the church community in Mirador and leader Rafael that the Lord will give many opportunities
to live the new life in a way that impacts their neighbours and contacts drawing them to Jesus.

Tell others the good news!
But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. ‘Go, stand in
the temple courts,’ he said, ‘and tell the people all about this new life.’ Acts 5:19, 20
The Lord brings his people out of darkness and bondage to their past with the purpose of blessing them
and blessing other through them through the message they can then share.
Annexe School pray please
- we give thanks and pray for head teacher Catalino and his dedicated
- staff as the new school year starts
- that new pupils will settle down quickly
- the progress of the students
- that children’s will grow spiritually in the love of the Lord
- pray for the students who graduated last year that they will go onto new
successes and witness to the love and saving power of Jesus Christ
Graduation ceremony at the Annexe school 30th Nov 2017

St Pauls Concepcion pray that:
- the church will be enabled to know the Lord’s priorities for 2018 and commit to them
- that the Lord will continue to raise up leaders after His own heart
- some of the young people who are struggling in their faith and walk with God will keep going and
growing in their faith and love for the Lord
King of kings, Remansito: we join with our brothers and sisters in this community asking the Lord to bring
fruit as they preach His message of salvation to their families, neighbours and in their work situations.
Theology students: we pray for Esteban, Gustavo and Rafael that their studies will be preparing them for
future ministry and church leadership. We also pray for each one in the responsibilities that they already
have in their local churches that their ministries would flourish and that this time of preparation would have
great long term benefits for God’s Kingdom.
Esperanza foster home:
• give thanks for the 4 little girls’ emotional and educational wellbeing during the last year and pray for
them as they start a new school year and pray for little J and his baby sister M who have recently
joined the home, and that the children’s legal cases would move forward quickly
• give thanks for Aunties Vicky, Kari, Olga, Cris, Juana and Diana, the administrator, praying
especially for wisdom for each one and strength and stamina and for Juana who is recovery form
recent surgery
• pray for the financial and physical resources needed for the good functioning of the home
• pray for hope filled futures for each child and for the Lord to heal damage caused in their early years
One of our church members shares and asks us to pray: Thank you Father God for the Anglican Church in
Paraguay and Your faithfulness and grace to us. You have helped us thus far and we ask You for more
favour. We ask You to put your prophetic voice in us for our nation, that we would rise up in the power of
the Holy Spirit to heal those who are wounded and broken hearted, that we would be enabled to proclaim
Your freedom to those who are ensnared in suffering or sin, help us to announce Your good news and to
proclaim Your favour, and that we may comfort those who weep. We ask you to do all this Lord for love of
Your name. Amen.
Thank you for praying for the Anglican Church in Paraguay
+ Peter & Sally Bartlett
on behalf of the Anglican Church of Paraguay
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