Paraguay Prayer Calendar March & April 2011

Celebrating 200 years of independence More rain forecasted in Paraguay

Week Tues1 - Mon 7 Mar Thankful for all that the Father gives us

O our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name! But who am I, and who are my people, that we
could give anything to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you first gave
us 1 Chronicles 29:13, 14

Across the world on Fri 4" March Women’s World Day of Prayer events will be praying for Chile, please
remember our sister Anglican Church in Chile in your prayers this week.

We praise God:

py'a guapy oikovéva (peace to Paraguay) as Paraguay celebrates 200 years of independence

rain falling in abundance in the last few weeks (and praying for communities where excessive rainfall
has caused problems)

the evangelistic events over 3 days organised in the Chaco community of Paz del Chaco and for the
participation of pastors and church leaders from El Estribo

the doctor and 3 nurses who were recently employed to work in Rio Verde
the practical help that librarian Linn Tedman has received after her accident and her recovery so far

the importance given to the public reading of the Scriptures in the Enxet churches, particularly in
Makxawaya where new readers, and young readers of both sexes, are encouraged to come up to the
front with their prepared Bible readings

a good start to the new school year in St Andrews School and the Annexe School

the Bible study for addicts and others giving new life in Christ and new physical ability given to a
man suffering from nerve damage and for accompanying some addicts in ongoing victory

for Charlie Mendez studying theology in Chile who says, ‘I want to thank God for the opportunity he
has given me to dedicate two years of my life to knowing him more through study of the scriptures’

for Caroline Gilmore White ‘thanking God for teaching about hearing God which she received at her
first church visit in the UK and has passed on to other enthusiastic churches’

good results from the cattle and beekeeping projects

God gave you a gift of 86,400 seconds today. Have you used one to say "thank you?" William A. Ward

Week Tues 8 - Mon 14 Mar The Jesus Way, salvation makes good

Lent is a time of repentance and it also offers an opportunity to see the world afresh. These Lent themes are
based on ideas from the CMS Lent Resource 2011: Mission and the Cross. As Jesus travelled through Jericho
on his way to Jerusalem he met Zacchaeus: ‘Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions to the
poor, and if | have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man
came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:1-9

We pray for all those took part in the recent evangelism in the Chaco that through the work of the Holy
Spirit, salvation and fresh starts will come to many homes.



Enxet translation team, Martin, Asuncion & Juan, please pray for the team during Tim Curtis’s absence and
especially for Martin and his wife Mariana. Two weeks ago Mariana gave birth to twins, and one of the twins
a little girl died the day after she was born.

FEISA ask us to pray for their first Year students who start classes this week with a vocational practice in
private Christian schools. ‘This is a very valuable experience for them as it gives them the opportunity to see
if they really want to work with pre-school children. They will already have had psychological and aptitude
tests, and individual interviews.’

Esperanza foster home: ask us to pray and report that 2 weeks ago a new baby girl Emi (3 months) was
placed in the home. Also Barbara and Victor (5 & 3 years) keep asking when their parents will come and find
them, and it is of great concern that the family judge has ordered a new report which means that their legal
case is virtually starting again. Sebastian’s grandparents have not released him for adoption but are unable to
care for him themselves due to ill health, and little Antonio still needs corrective surgery on his palate and as
of yet there are no possible candidates to adopt him. Please pray for his continued physical and neurological
development. As we pray for these little ones we remember that Jesus came to seek and save the lost.

St Andrews School ask us to pray for

o the newest pupils who started their nursery classes 2 weeks ago as they settle into school and for their
parents as they come into school each day

e student camps due to take place in March (dates depending on how much rain has fallen), that each
pupil would be challenged for Jesus

e All pupils in their daily Bible study time and in school that they might know Jesus as Saviour, Lord
and friend

e The Annexe school for new ways of impacting the older pupils especially the boys, as they live in an
environment where drugs and casual sex are rife. Life is hard for many of these pupils. Pray that they
will learn to follow Jesus. Pray also for the staff.

Due to heavy rains in Paraguay there are many cases of dengue fever, and we remember in our prayers Pastor
Luis’ daughter and son in law Magdalena and Ever recovering from dengue. We pray for God’s protection for
the vulnerable and for adequate eradication of the dengue mosquito.

Linn Tedman requests: please continue to pray for Fermina. Her recent blood tests show an improvement.
She has one more chemotherapy session booked. Her hair has already started to grow back and she has been
without her headscarf for the first time in several months.

We are not changed by beholding the Church; we are changed as we behold the Lord
(I Corinthians 3:18). Rick Joyner

Week Tues 15 - Mon 21 Mar The Jesus Way, sacrifice: making the cost count
The cross of Jesus was a most costly sacrifice and his followers will often have to make costly choices, which
others may not understand.

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his
head. Some said. .. ‘Why this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the
money given to the poor.’ And they rebuked her harshly. ‘Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you
bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can
help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume
on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout
the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” Mark 14:3 — 9

This week we pray for ourselves in the choices that we are making, in the light of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, and
for others in situations which have meant or will mean sacrifices.

We pray for Anita Severo (about 100 years old) in Makxawaya as she is very weak and seems close to death.
She has been a Christian example to her family and we pray for her and her family as they prepare for her
heavenward journey.

We pray for those involved in the preparation of an Easter presentation for children in some of the Chaco
communities over the Easter week that they will be guided in all their planning and practical work and of the
children of the Chaco communities that they will benefit spiritually from this activity.



Ed Brice asks us to pray for the new church council in Palo Blanco, Rosalino Flores, Eugenio Gomez,
Epifania Gémez, Florentina Rodriguez, Faustina Peifia. They are facing many leadership challenges, not least
another case of immorality. Pray for Pastors Mario and Agustin that their visits to Palo Blanco and La
Herencia, respectively will encourage and strengthen the churches there as they seek to shine like stars.

Pastor Luis Echeverria asks us to pray for the next stage of his life and ministry as he has finished his degree
course and is now working on his thesis.

Linn Tedman asks us to pray for her health that her complete recovery would be sooner than the 6 months
predicted by the doctor. We also pray for Linn’s struggle with the extreme heat in Paraguay, she says: please
pray for my health and strength this year. Each year | seem to struggle more with the difficult climate.

We pray for new staff from the UK working at St Andrews College, Beth (for 2 years teaching), Jo & Zoe
(volunteer helpers for a few months) We thank the Lord that they are finding their feet and are making friends.
We pray for them as they adjust to new cultures, pace themselves and use their talents to the glory of God.

FIRST
All the love we give, You 've given first
When we offer You our lives, every sacrifice You ve given first
When we make the choice to serve, attending others needs You served us first
There is nothing that we can do that You“ve not done for us, Father You're the source of all that’s love.
So we love to give because You gave so much.
Now we live to love because You first loved us
So we love to give because You gave so much
Now we live to love because You first love us
Brian Doerksen @2000 Integrity Worship Music

Week Tues 22 -Mon 28 Mar The Jesus Way, redemption making new

After the last supper Peter asked: ‘Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Then
Jesus answered, ‘Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you
will disown me three times!’ John 13:37 — 38 After his betrayal, Jesus offers John the opportunity to make a
fresh start (John 21:15-19)

Sharon McCeririe asks us to pray for the ongoing ministry of the Holy Spirit in the lives of addicts who have
regressed, that their lives will be rescued out of the hands of the enemy and that they will return to the Lord.
Please also pray for a new ministry to women and girls in La Puerta.

Charlie Méndez asks God to give him strength and enthusiasm during his time in Chile studying theology.

Please pray for the city congregations in Paraguay as they move forward in their evaluation and planning for
healthy church life
e St Pauls, Concepcion, for Bishop Andres & Estela and the church council for a fresh vision
e St Andrews Cathedral, Asuncion, for Agustin & Teresa, Ronnie & Nicky as they develop meetings
and Bible studies that the Word will be faithfully shared with wisdom
e St Andrews 7pm, Asuncién, for pastors Ronald and Donald, and for all who attend
e St Andrews Chapel, Asuncion, thankful for good numbers and new attenders and the Bible studies
o Emanuel Church, Luque, for new pastoral and evangelistic initiatives
e San Lorenzo club, for Teo, Lidia, Pedro and his wife
¢ St John’s, Roque Alonzo, Pastor Lucho & Estela ask God to guide them as they implement changes
for a healthier church, especially in the area of those in ministries
e King of kings, Remansito, seeking God’s will in pastoral oversight
e Mirador, for plans to improve the facilities
o Redeemer Church, Zeballos Cue, for their evangelism plans, for their youth group and its leaders.
Pray for the cell group meeting in Ipvu in Eusebio Vega’s home, for their witness in the community

Caroline Gilmore White hopes to move into a re-built house near the Asuncion market and would love
prayer that everything would go smoothly on her return to Paraguay.

You might like to take a few moments to pray for yourself or any one you know who would like the
opportunity for a fresh start, that Jesus would open up a new way.



Week Tues 29 Mar - Mon 4 April The Jesus Way, reconciliation

Richard Foster reminds us that reconciliation involves submission to Jesus (Celebration of Discipline)

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where | am, my
servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me.’ John 12:20 — 26

This week please pray for Anglicans in Paraguay that we will live lives reconciled, through the shed blood of
Jesus, to the Father, our families and communities and that we will teach others the Jesus way of
reconciliation. We especially pray for that all the clergy, pastoral workers and their wives:

+Peter & Sally Bartlett & +Andrés & Estela Rodriguez; Agustin & Teresa Maidana, Ed & Marie Brice,
Juan & Allicia Sosa, Lucio & Priscilla Romero, Luis & Regina Echeverria, Mario & Rosa Caballero,
Robert & Cristina Fernandez, Elvio & Lorenza Cabafias, Cefe & Ana Romero, Agripino & Nilda
Cerro, Ronald & Nicky Irene, Mario & Agustina Recalde, Nifio Pepe & Feliciana Aguero & Romualdo
& Yrna Rojas, Donald & Caroline Brooks & Lucho & Estela Robles

David Orritt and Mission Paraguay thank God for his goodness in encouraging volunteers once again to
travel to Paraguay in July and August to work on projects. Also we thank God for his provision of donations
for the work through the generosity of churches and individual donors in the UK and Ireland and pray that
sufficient money will be available for the planned work in 2011.Thank God that projects in the Chaco begun
last year are now almost complete and ask for guidance and wisdom for Chris Hawksbee as he liaises with
the different Indian communities concerning the building of more adobe homes and sinking of wells funded
through Mission Paraguay this year.

Please pray that the Mission Paraguay experience should be faith building, that those taking part and those
with whom we work will come into a closer walk with God. Pray that God will guide the ongoing preparation
and arrangements for travel for the volunteers. Thank you.

Please pray for Head teacher Gwen, Bishop Peter and Sally, Pastor Ronnie and Nicky as they put together a
parenting course for the parents of St Andrews College.

As you pray this week ask Jesus to teach you a new way of living that echoes John the Baptist’s desire,
He must become greater; | must become less. John 3:20

Week Tues 5 April - Mon 11 April The Jesus Way, forgiveness: making up
Loving involves forgiving, after the last supper Jesus explained to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me,
so have | loved you. Now remain in my love... My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you... This
is my command. Love each other.” John 15:9 — 17

Lord Jesus we pray for the Anglican churches in the Chaco, that these communities of faith will be
increasingly known for the love that they share within and outside of their communities/ We ask you to give
wisdom and discernment to the pastors, deacons and their pastoral helpers, so that their leadership will enable
others in their following of Jesus. Amen.

o Rio Verde praying for pastor Ed for wisdom as he teaches and mentors

o El Estribo praying for the clergy, Lucio & Mario for wisdom in challenging situations

e La Patria praying for clergy Robert, Nifio Pepe, Agripino & Mario for wisdom in building unity

o Makxlawaya praying for Pastor Juan and deacon Romualdo for wisdom in

e Sombrero Piri praying for pastor Elvio, especially in his political responsibilities

e Chris Hawksbee praying for wisdom in the giving of pastoral advice & support as his visits projects

¢ Tim & Enxet Translation Team praying for unity, patience and perseverance

o Beryl Baker praying for wisdom and spiritual discernment in her many contacts



We pray along with Peter & Sally Bartlett for those completing the Towards Maturity Course that they will
find freedom in Christ and be able to share with others the insights they have acquired.

Pastor Lucho Robles asks us to pray for his daughter Priscila and son in law Henry. Henry was abandoned by
his parents. His alcoholic father eventually gave him land to build a house on. His father recently threw them
off this land leaving them homeless. Please pray that they will find a new home, that Henry and Priscila will
forgive and that Henry’s broken heart will be healed by the Lord.

Lord Jesus we pray for your people in Paraguay, for those who have been hurt by the attitudes and actions of
others, betrayed, marginalised and downtrodden that they will chose to walk with you, remain in and obey
your command to love you and love others. Thank you for your grace freely given to those who chose to
forgive. Amen.
Dear Lord
Fill my heart with only love
Through your grace, let me love her/him even though she/he has hurt me
Help me to understand that | need not forget, but | must forgive.
Dear Lord, | pray that she/he finds You, give me the patience to wait,
the courage to serve only you and the love to treat her/him only with kindness. Amen

Week Tues 12 - Mon 18 April Spiritual understanding

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, ‘Hosanna!’... ‘Blessed is the king of Israel! ...
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: ‘Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion, see, your king is
coming, seated on a donkey’s colt. "At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to
him. John 12:12 - 17

Please pray for St Andrews College Easter service on April 15" for the staff, children and parents that their
minds, hearts and spirits will be open to receive fresh spiritual understanding of the Easter message. Pray too
for Pastor Ronnie who is organising the service.

We pray along with FEISA: We’re grateful to God for our teaching staff in FEISA, we have people who are
highly qualified academically and who are also committed Christians. This year we want to concentrate on
embodying a Christian worldview in every area of our life as an educational faculty. Our aim is that the lives
of all our students should demonstrate true Christianity.

Father God, we thank you for all the children & young people who are part of the Anglican church in
Paraguay. Please pray for all children’s and youth workers, for creativity and perseverance and the ability to
get alongside those young people and encourage them to follow Jesus.

Please pray for teachers and for St Andrews College director, Gwen Carlisle, deputy Mags Southern,
Annexe School Head, Victor Santa Cruz, deputy Mirta Moyano, and consultant Nelson Aguilera in the
many challenges that they are facing. We pray for Christian staff remembering: Alison H, Sam, Tally & Pat,
and St Andrews staff: Babs O, Carol M, Caroline B, Linn T, Miriam G, Miguel G, Nicky I, Raquel G,
Regina E, Rita C, Ryan M, Neill B, Beth, Miriam G, Linn T, Regina E. Jo & Zoe and chaplain Ronald
Irene. May they would be given spiritual understanding, wisdom, love for their pupils and good humour!

Father God we thank you for the Bible and for Christian books and pray that you would open spiritual eyes
and give your people in Paraguay a greater spiritual thirst for your Word. Amen.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him...Luke 24:30, 31

Week Tues 19 - Mon 25 April Holy Week Fresh hope

Jesus’ words to the robber at his side: &Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.’ (Luke 23:43)
offered comfort and sure hope to a man is a desperate situation. This week let’s pray that the hope that Jesus
extends, based on the power of the resurrection would change hopeless situations.



We ask that the name of Jesus be glorified as we pray for the following:

EJE Youth Encounter lead by David Greco and young adults from the Anglican Church offers an
opportunity for teenagers and young people to experience the love of God. We pray for all those who
have taken part that they will chose to follow Jesus and share his love with others

The nation of Paraguay, President Lugo & the government, governing in days of financial
challenges and global pressure, for wisdom and clear vision

EMA please pray for Ronnie & Nicky, Jorge & Rebeca, Miguel & Miriam, Juan Carlos & Sylvia as
they lead marriage encounter. Pray for marriages to be strengthened and for those who are struggling
to hold their marriages together that they would be given fresh hope and courage to build a new future
based on forgiveness, love and trust

For all who are seeking employment especially remembering Rebeca & Raquel R.

Thanking God for an increase in medical provision for the poor and marginalised in Paraguay, for
nurse Beryl Baker and her contribution to health care provision in the Chaco, praying for those who
receive medical treatment that they would remember God the Father and his care for humankind and
place their trust and hope in Him

For the elderly that churches would find creative ways to offer practical and spiritual help to those
who are too frail to attend church

For Chris Hawksbee in his role as a facilitator alongside NGO’s in the Chaco, praying that projects
will bring hope and sustainable development to the Chaco communities. Chris shares: ‘At present, I'm
investigating a tree for the production of biodiesel and all the equipment needed for this. It is also a
very drought resistant tree, originating from the India zone. From information gathered, it has great
potential. | have to get somebody to import it for me who has a permit from the government seed
health department. Pray for this permission. We import all our diesel in Paraguay, so to get into this
market could be very positive.’

Come let us with our Lord arise, our Lord, who made both earth and skies; who died to save the world he made,

He rose, the prince of life and peace, and stamped the day forever his. Charles Wesley

Week Tues 26 - Sat 30 April Easter Joy

It has been said that joy is not the absence of sorrow but the presence of God. After community reading of the
Scriptures Nehemiah encouraged God’s people: ‘This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the
LORD is your strength.” The Levites calmed all the people, saying, ‘Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not
grieve.” Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great
joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them. Nehemiah 8:10-12

Some ideas which you might like to explore in your praying this week:

Reflect on times when the presence of God has turned round troubled situations
What does the life of Jesus teach us about joy?
Chose an object to symbolize joy and use it focus your prayers as you pray for others this week

Write a prayer for someone mentioned in the prayer calendar praying that the joy of the Lord will be
their strength and keep the prayer in your purse or wallet this week to remind you of your prayer

If you meet with others and read the Scriptures pray that the Holy Spirit will give understanding

Prayer is not the least we can do: it is the most. Giving money changes
situations but through prayer we call on God to use his power to tackle the roots
of the worid’s problems, while inviting people to know the hopeful way of Jesus. Tearfund

Thank you for praying for the Anglican Church in Paraguay,

+Peter & Sally Bartlett,
on behalf of the Anglican Church of Paraguay
Iglesia Anglicana Paraguaya, Casilla de Correos 1124, Asuncién, Paraguay, South America
peterparaguay@gmail.com saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk  Skype: pjhbartlett
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